
 

Aim: To consider how well each of us knows—and can explain—who Jesus is. 
Setting your sights:  There photos of famous people when they were young on page three 
and on the PowerPoint for this session. Have one of these ready to use. Answers below. 
 
 
While eating lunch: Show the pictures of famous people when they were young. Who can 
recognise each of them? Any people hard to recognise?  
 
 
Using the painting: Show the group the painting; comment that life can be described as a 
journey. It has ups and downs; each of us have a different story to tell.  
In twos ask the group to share their journey. They don’t have to go too deep but let the other 
person know where they were born... the primary school they went to... what they liked doing 
when you were young... what TV programme they watched, their favourite toy etc.. 
 
 
Read the passage: Luke 24:13-35 Ask for a couple of volunteers to read the passage. One 
person reads what Jesus said and the other reads the rest. Or split the passage in half and get 
another two people to read half each. 
 
 
Discuss: v17 Jesus joins them on their journey. He asks them to explain to him more about 
what they were talking about. They are amazed that he does not know about this Jesus  
because it is all the talk in Jerusalem. “Are you the only one in Jerusalem that doesn’t know the 
things that have happened…?”  

• Ask the young people to consider what they would say if they came across someone 
who knew nothing about Jesus.  They can share this in smaller groups.   

• To follow Jesus’ example you’d explain “from the Scriptures”; what have we learned 
from our journey through Luke’s Gospel might you refer to in explaining who Jesus is?   
1: 31,32, 2:10, 7:16, 19:10, 22:48, 23:35-39. 

 
 
Reflect and wonder: After they had talked about the recent events Jesus  says: “How foolish 
you are, and how slow to believe all the prophets have spoken.” God had been telling people 
about Jesus from the time of the prophets. Through Jesus’ life he was revealing who he truly 
was. Even here he is with them and they do not get it. 
Ask the group to consider how well they know Jesus. Jesus reveals himself to us. He ultimately 
reveals himself through his word. How truly open are we to find Jesus as we read the Bible and 
experience him in our lives? 
 
 
Respond & Action: Why don’t you ask a friend who they think Jesus is and see where the 
conversation goes? 
 
 
 
Answers to the famous children images:  
1. Brad Pitt 2. Jonny Depp 3. Jennifer Aniston  4. Tom Hanks 
5. Lionel Messi 6. Venus and Serena Williams* 7. Vladimir Putin 8. Beyoncé  
*With US President Ronald Reagan 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+24%3A13-35&version=NIRV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A+31%2C32&version=NIRV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A11&version=NIRV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+7%3A16&version=NIRV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+19%3A10&version=NIRV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+22%3A48&version=NIRV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+23%3A35-39&version=NIRV


 

 

Luke 24:13-35 can be found on P 129, “That same day two of Jesus’ 
followers” to P131 “when he broke the bread” 

It’s the evening of the first Easter day. Two disillusioned 
followers of Jesus  are getting out of Jerusalem unable to 
make sense of what has happened. 

 

 

 

On the Road to Emmaus , 2019, Oil on Canvas, 30” x 40”  
Iain Campbell’s Exhibition Notes  

For the final Gospel of Luke painting, it seemed fitting to 
use this iconic Glasgow location, with the Finnieston 
Crane and the Clyde Arc symbolising Glasgow’s roots 
and how we move forward into the future. It is a fitting 
symbol for the Emmaus Road story too, knowing 

Christianity’s roots and bridging into a new future. For the Church of 
Scotland too, we are mindful of the past and move forward into the 
future, which always has uncertainties. 

Judy and Iska Routamaa, who are featured in the painting, have 
worked for Wycliffe Bible Translators for many years. The lives have 
been dedicated to communicating the message of Jesus to different 
cultures. This art-project too, has sought to connect with those who 
haven’t had a chance to hear about Jesus and also give an opportunity, 
to those who thought they knew it all, to take a fresh look. 

 

 

 

Road to Emmaus, Gospel Sketchbook YouTube Channel 
A breakdown of the accompanying film by Wiseman Films  

0:00 to 3:10: Judy and Iska Routamaa, the models for 
this painting read the passage in front of the finished 
painting. 

3:10 to 11:40: talk about the time they spent in Papua 
New Guinea translating the Bible for a very secluded 

tribe in a remote region of the island. They tell the story of the 
conversion of the chief of that cannibalistic tribe in the 1970s and the 
subsequent conversion of the whole tribe Their appeal for the Bible in 
their own language reached the Wycliffe Translators; Judy and Iska 
spent 15 years in the area learning the language and translating the 
Bible. Clips of Iain setting up the scene and working on the painting 
are interspersed. 

11:40 to 14:13: “The people that walked in darkness have seen a great 
light.” (Isaiah 9:2) Judy connects this verse with the PNG tribe and the 
disciples walking with Jesus. 
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