
 

Aim: to spend a few minutes taking in the sights and sounds of the crucifixion perhaps 
pausing for longer than usual as we do so to see it through the eyes of those who were there 
and then our own eyes. 

 

While eating lunch: Have the painting up on the screen or printed copies on the desks over 
lunch. You’ve possibly taken this picture out of order because it’s Easter so it will be no 
surprise. 

 

Using the film: The opening 5:20 of the video are filled with the model reading while the 
painting takes shape. We are prepared to give half the time today to watching and listening 
to that. Don’t give out Bibles or gospels to follow it; words are one the screen but watch the 
painting take shape before your eyes. 

 

Read the passage together: By far the best way to read this week is using the film as above; 
if you don’t have technology or time then read the passage within the group. You might focus 
on vv32-40 which gives us most of the people who were present. 

 

Discuss: What did different groups and individuals feel as they stood at the cross and 
watched Jesus die? Either work through this list or take people as the group suggest them. 
 v27 Women who were sad and crying for him. (why sad? Did they weep for everyone?) 
 v32ff Two criminals; together? Separate? “he has done nothing wrong?” (If your group 

might have heard of Barabbas (23:18-19) speculate if he was part of their crime, what 
would he be thinking if he was watching (Jesus is dying in my place?) Would he even have 
hung around to watch?  

 v34 Soldiers and v47 army officer: just another three crucifixions. Until… 

 

Reflect and wonder: Having taken some time to look at the cross, read some of this: 

1. When I survey the wondrous cross, On which the Prince of glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, And pour contempt on all my pride. 

2. See from His head, His hands, His feet, Sorrow and love flow mingled down! 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

3. Were the whole realm of nature mine, That were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, Demands my soul, my life, my all. 

 

Action: Make time over Easter to sit down with someone else and watch the 5 minutes at the 
start of the film again. Find it through paintinglukesgospel.org.uk or search “Gospel 
Sketchbook Crucifixion” on YouTube.  



 

 

Luke 23:26-49 can be found on P123, “As the soldier led Jesus away” 
to p125, “followed him from Galilee.” 

It’s the crux (the turning point) of all history and all our 
futures. This excruciating and crucial event in history. All 
evil powers work together to quieten the voice of God’s 
love, grace, forgiveness and judgement, but God shouts 
back all the louder.  

 

 

 

The Crucifixion 2018, Oil on Canvas, 2 canvases each 30” x 40”  
Iain Campbell’s Exhibition Notes  

Because paintings of the crucifixion are so familiar, 
creating a fresh image is a challenge. The model for the 
painting looks more like a conventional Jesus figure than 
all the other images of Jesus in this series of paintings – 
he is a Middle Eastern man with long hair and a beard.  

The striking modern detail in this artwork is the tattoo on the forearm 
with the cross and the rose. 

Iain chose to use the rose motif throughout the painting, stencilled in 
the background, with an emphasis on the thorns.  Roses have 
appeared earlier in this series of paintings in The Widow’s Son, where 
these flowers were used as a symbol of death and resurrection. 

 

 

 

Road to Emmaus, Gospel Sketchbook YouTube Channel 
A breakdown of the accompanying film by Wiseman Films  

0:00 to 5:20 The model, who is not named, begins 
reading the passage in his own language, Farsi, and then 
his reading in faltering English. 
5:20 to 6:24 Iain Campbell talks about painting the 
crucifixion for a contemporary audience.  

6:24 to 7:52 Mike Kurtyka of the Upper Room Church talks about the 
model’s life as an asylum seeker. 
7:52 to 10:20 Iain tells more about what a Middle Eastern man in his 
30s with long hair, beard and tattoos brings as a model for Jesus. 
10:20 to 14:44 More from Mike about the church and its members; 
many are Iranian asylum seekers who put their lives in other people’s 
hands and are encouraged to trust their lives into the hands of God. 
 
This video may well make an interesting contribution to a secondary 
school Easter Assembly. 
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