
 
 

Aim: To grow the young people’s knowledge of God’s forgiving and patient love.  
Setting your sights: Be sensitive in your approach to some themes (prison, family breakdown, 
addiction) as young people in the group may have been personally affected by them. You’ll 
need a card heart, some post-its and pens, and some reflective music to play. 

While eating lunch: What sort of images come up when you search Instagram for the 
#bestfriendgoals hashtag? Or is there a Friendship Goals meme that you particularly relate 
to? What sorts of things do you look for in a friend, or have in common with a friend?  

Using the picture: Look at the image together and chat about what you see. Introduce a little 
of Dean’s story yourself; he grew up with few friends, had a difficult childhood, a hard time at 
school, and fell into addiction and homelessness as an adult.  

Watch: Dean had run-ins with the police too. Watch the video (from 6.40—8.30) as Dean 
describes his experience of being arrested. Although we as the viewers can understand that 
Dean’s arrest was lawful and fair, our heart goes out to him and his experience sounds 
horrible.  

Read the passage: Luke 22: 47-53 With Dean’s arrest in your mind, turn to the Bible. Give 
some context to the passage, reminding the group that Jesus was totally innocent of arrest, 
that the process was unlawful, and that Judas was one of his close friends. Read the verses 
together.  

Discuss: Ask the group to put themselves in Jesus shoes in this passage… How would they 
feel if it were them in the situation? Are Jesus’ responses surprising? (What might you have 
said to Judas? To the disciples ? To the Chief Priests?)  

Dean’s arrest was a dreadful experience, what would have made Jesus’ arrest worse? 

Watch: Return to the video of Dean, watching from the 12.56min mark until the end. Note 
Dean’s comment on  how he’d again and again return in a bad state to the projects and the 
people who’d helped him; but that these people continued to show him love each and every 
time he let them down. 

Reflect and respond:  Give each young person a post-it and pen. Ask them to think again 
about Jesus’ response to his arrest. Even as Jesus is betrayed by his friend, and wrongly 
arrested by his enemies, he also continues to show love; he is gentle to Judas, he heals the 
injured servant, he challenges the Chief Priests. And all of this he endures, not because he’s 
done anything wrong, but for people like Dean and for people like us. 

Ahead of time, cut out a card heart. Put on some quiet reflective music, and ask the young 
people to think about a way they feel they have let Jesus down as a friend. Invite them to bring 
it to God in prayer, asking for his help to change, but knowing his love is unconditional. After 
this, they can stick their post-it to the heart.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+22%3A47-53&version=NIRV


 

Luke 22: 47-53 can be found in Dear Theo on p118, “While Jesus was 
still speaking” to p119, “when darkness rules.” 

It’s Thursday evening in the Garden of Gethsemane. Jesus 
has taken his disciples there after they ate the Passover 
and the Lords Supper together. Judas has left earlier and 
now reappears leading a crowd of temple guards armed 
with swords and clubs 

  

 

 

The Arrest, 2018, Oil on Canvas, 30” x 40”  
Iain Campbell’s Exhibition Notes  

The story of Jesus’ arrest is so familiar to churchgoers. We 
already know that the good-guy has been wronged. 
However, if we passed by Jesus being arrested on 
Buchanan Street, what would we think?  

“Who is this being arrested? He must have done something 
terrible!” 

Special thanks to M.L. Stone from BBC Scotland’s “Scot Squad” for 
being our police officer and to Dean Dunsmuir for giving his own insight 
to the scene. 

 

 

 

Blessed Are The Poor, Gospel Sketchbook YouTube Channel 
A breakdown of the accompanying film by Wiseman Films  

0:00 to 1:07 Dean, the model for Jesus in this painting, 
reads the passage in front of the finished painting. 

1:07 to 15:29 Dean tells some of his life story as an 
“unwanted child” everywhere other than in a great foster 
family. Clips of Iain working on the painting are 

interspersed. 

It’s a fairly long monologue but you’ll see within the session outline that 
we’re suggesting clips within that to watch with the group. 

scottishbiblesociety.org/our-work/
deartheo/ 

paintinglukesgospel.org.uk  

idcampbell.com/gallery/gospel-
sketchbook/ 

youtube.com/watch?v=1Q-
wXPxnFuA&list=PLRM6o_-

dTf6sKOBtCCCEoP-
JhJIeTLI2LJ&index=11  

facebook.com/WisemanFilms.co.uk/ 

suscotland.org.uk 

suscotland.org.uk/sugroupresources 
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