
 
 

Aim: To understand that God values honesty, boldness and persistence in prayer. 
Setting your sights: Do be aware that you may have young people in your group who have 
care experience; approach the topic with sensitivity.  
Print enough copies of the Blob Feeling sheet on page 3 for everyone to see one. 

While eating lunch: Ask the group can they think of any examples of people who persisted 
and wouldn’t give up. This could be from their own life/family, or be someone well known (e.g. 
JK Rowling who sent her Harry Potter manuscript to 12 different publishers before it was 
picked up!). 

Using the painting: Look at the painting together. What do you see? How would you describe 
the expression on the mother’s face? 

Read the passage: Luke 18:1-8 Remind the group that this is a parable, and to think about the 
possible meaning while they listen. Use the video (from the beginning to the 1:13mins) and 
listen to the passage being read by Lizzie. 

Discuss:   
• What do you think the meaning behind the parable is?  
• Does the judge represent God?  
• If we ‘bug’ him enough will he give us our requests?  
• If not, then what is the message?  

Summarise the discussion by emphasising that the parable is illustrative and not comparative; 
God is telling us that if an unjust, human judge will respond to boldness and persistence, then 
how much more will a just, loving God! 

Watch the video from 1:15—2 mins. Although we don’t know all the details of Lizzie’s story, we 
gather that although she had suffered challenges and made mistakes, she successfully fought 
for her son to be placed back into her care. (Tell her story if you don’t have the ability to show 
the video Look again at the image.  

• Does the expression on Lizzie’s face tell you anything about how she’s feeling? 

Reflect:  There must’ve been times when both Lizzie and the persistent woman from our 
parable felt like giving up; that there was no point, that they didn’t have any strength left, that 
nobody really cared. Do you feel like this about anything in your life? Are there things you’ve 
prayed about for a long time that you feel like giving up on, or have given up on? Today’s 
passage tells us that God values persistence, honesty and boldness; that although we may not 
understand why we don’t get an immediate answer, God wants us to keep praying, and not 
give up.  

Look at the Blob Feeling page, and on your own, think about which Blob Character you identify 
with most at this point in time. The persistent widow didn’t hide her feelings from the judge, 
she hammered on his door and shouted them out!  

So we should be honest with God—our just judge—about how we feel, whether we’re happy or 
sad, full of strength or close to giving up.  If time allows, and it’s appropriate for your group, 
invite anyone to share their thinking. Remind the group to be praying for each other, and 
encouraging each other throughout the week before closing the session in prayer. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke18%3A1-8&version=NIRV


 

Luke 18:1-8 can be found in Dear Theo on p95, “Jesus told his disciples 
a story” to p96, “people on earth who have faith” 

Jesus is on his way to Jerusalem for the final time. He’s 
made several references on the journey to “when the 
Son of Man comes” (17vv24, 26, 30). We turn a page and 
enter a new chapter but Jesus is just carrying on a 
journey. Unusually, Luke adds a bit of editorial and tells 

us the point of this parable: He wanted to show them that they should 
always pray and not give up. (v1). He makes his point with a parable of 
contrasts. 

 

 

 

The Persistent Widow, 2018, Oil on Canvas, 30” x 40” 
Iain Campbell’s Exhibition Notes 

The parable of the persistent widow is a very open story, 
we know the successful outcome, with the widow 
overcoming the justice system, but we don’t know the 
injustice she was fighting.  

Lizzie is an old friend of church, who has gone through 
more than her fair share of hard times. Everyone was thrilled when 
Brodie was back in her care. 

 

 

 

The Persistent Widow, Gospel Sketchbook YouTube Channel 
A breakdown of the accompanying film by Wiseman Films 

0:00 to 1:15 Lizzie and Edith read the passage. 

1:15 to 2:02 Lizzie introduces herself and her 
persistence in getting her child into her care again. 

2:02 to 10:43 Edith and Ian McEwan share their 
experiences, both good and bad, of being short term 

foster carers. It would be so easy to “throw the toys out the pram” and 
get really annoyed by what the system throws at them. 

They have learned to trust “the just judge” in these circumstances. 
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