
 
 

Aim: to grasp God’s invitation as being open to all, and to challenge excuses made to say ‘no’ 
to God.  

 

While eating lunch: Show this week’s painting to the group and ask this question.  
• if you could have dinner with one person (alive or dead, real or fictional), who would you 

choose? Give everyone a chance to answer, and give your own answer too.  

 

Using the painting: Look at the painting together. Ask the group what they notice about the 
picture.  

• Who do they think this group of people might be?  
• Do they think of any of them are famous or special?   

 

Read the passage: Luke 14:15-24 Give some context for this parable (which can be found in 
the earlier part of the chapter) and either read the passage yourself, or use the reading from 
the video which is given by the artist (from the beginning to 1:54mins).  

 

Discuss:  
• Ask the group if they’ve ever given an excuse to get out of something.  
• What do you think of the excuses offered up by those in the parable?  
• And were you surprised at Jesus second round of invitations?  
• Remind the group that this is a parable, and ask if anyone would like to explain what they 

think Jesus meant by it (adding your own summary if required).  
 

Using the painting: Look at the image again. None of these people are famous or particularly 
important; they are just ordinary people. Emphasise that God’s kingdom is for ordinary, 
‘normal’ people, and particularly for those who were described in the parable (the poor, the 
downtrodden, the nobodies).  

 

Reflect and respond: Think back to the first activity.  
• What is the likelihood that someone answering the initial question over lunch would say 

your name? Unlikely. None of us are famous, important, or incredibly interesting to the 
rest of the world.  

• But how does it feel to know that the God who made the whole universe, would say your 
name? Has said your name! Has invited you to his great banquet.  

Challenge the young people to think about whether they are coming up with ‘excuses’ to say 
no to God, or are gladly accepting his invitation. After a moment to reflect, close this section 
with a brief prayer.  

 

 

If you are more relaxed about time: Share your own testimony of responding to God’s 
invitation. Remember that this doesn’t need to be limited to the ‘moment’ you were saved but 
should include more recent struggles or breakthroughs. Focus on saying ‘yes’ to God’s 
invitation as being something that we never stop doing.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Luke+14%3A15-24+&version=NIV


 

Luke 14:15-24 can be found in Dear Theo on p83, “One of the people at 
the table” to p84, “a taste of my banquet”. 

“One Sabbath...Jesus went to eat in the house of a 
prominent Pharisee.” (14v1) After healing a man, Jesus 
notices how guests have picked places of honour and tells 
a parable (v7) and challenges them not to invite those folk 
to their parties who will repay them. It’s “on hearing this,” 
that this reading begins.  

 

 

 

The Great Banquet , 2017, Oil on Canvas, 30” x 40”  
Iain Campbell’s Exhibition Notes  

The café church service, on Sundays in St George’s Tron, 
always gives a great opportunity for community building. 
In the city centre, since the congregation all come from 
different places, it’s important time to be dedicated for 
people to get to know one another. Lifelong friendships 
are made… and there have even been some weddings! 

In lots of neighbourhood churches, it is normal for most people in the 
congregation to have a similar social background, but it is different 
here. Over the past few years, the diversity of the city centre has been 
increasingly reflected in the congregation. 

 

 

 

The Great Banquet, Gospel Sketchbook YouTube Channel 
A breakdown of the accompanying film by Wiseman Films  

0:00 to 1:55 Iain Campbell reads the passage in front of 
the finished painting. 

1:55 to 2:40 Still in front of the painting, Iain tells how he 
came to use the café church lunch as the setting for this 
painting.  

2:40 to 5:26 Alastair Duncan, the minister, explains how café church 
works for them sharing lunch and sharing communion  

5:27 to 13:14 Other members of the congregation take up the story of 
why they do church the way they do and what it means to them. The 
painting develops in clips during the interviews. 

scottishbiblesociety.org/our-work/
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youtube.com/watch?
v=y0gOPqGWwcY&list=PLRM6o_-

dTf6sKOBtCCCEoP-
JhJIeTLI2LJ&index=23  
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