
 
 

 
Aim: To think about the faith of the woman and the strength of our own faith. 
 
 
While eating lunch: Pass round a bag with a strange item in it. Without opening the bag they 
put their hand in and see if they can guess what it is that is in the bag.    
 
 
Using the painting: Ask the group to imagine they are in a crowd. They are being pushed 
around and swept along. You could share an experience you have had about getting lost or 
swept along in a crowd. Show the picture and tell the group that this is a close up of a crowd. 
The focus of the story is on the lady in the middle of the painting Look at her expression. What 
is she trying to do?  
 
 
Read the passage: Luke 8:40-48 Play the clip from the YouTube video of the story being read 
(0:34 - 1:34); Any comments from the group on what they have read or heard? 
 
 
Discuss: Read vv45,46 again. The power of touch is shown very strongly in this passage.  As 
you consider this, ask what difference the touch made to the woman and to Jesus. How might 
Jesus have known that power had gone from him. Point out that the woman came with great 
faith and that Jesus was moved by this.  
 
 
 Reflect and wonder: Look at the painting again. Jesus asks v45 “Who touched me”?  The 
woman knew she couldn’t go unnoticed and owned up. As you look at the painting reflect on - 

• The woman had great faith to believe she only needed to touch Jesus’ cloak. Where 
might that faith have come from? Desperation, lessons learned from others? (Luke 4:40 
mentions Jesus healing by touching people; today’s events would also be in Capernaum. 
Was she thinking she was less important than the 12 year old daughter of Jairus into 
which today’s events fall?) 

• How much faith do we have? How strong does faith need to be to reach out to Jesus? 
How strong does it need to be for him to respond? How interested do you think Jesus is 
with you? 

 
 
Respond: If you were in the painting where would you be. Jesus is not distant in life but there 
with us. Close enough to touch. Where do we need the touch of Jesus in our lives? In which 
ways do we want to reach out to him? Combine the two  
 
 
Action: The woman had great faith to simply believe she just needed to touch Jesus. Think 
about where we would be in the crowd. How close are we to God? How about committing 
ourselves to spending more time with Jesus. What about committing to read the Bible more? 
 
 
If you are a bit more relaxed for time, Asha has a life story that you group may want to hear if 
they are strong enough to take it and to discuss it; You need to watch it first.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+8%3A+40-48&version=NIVUK


 

 

Luke 8:40-48  can be found in Dear Theo on p49, “When Jesus 
returned” to p50, “Go in peace.” 

Jesus has criss-crossed Galilee a couple of times in this 
chapter and is now back in Capernaum. The healing of the 
woman who had been bleeding for 12 years is often taken as 
an interruption in the care for Jairus and his 12 year old 
daughter—particularly when working with children and young 

people. But she’s a character in her own right who, despite being an 
unclean outsider through her illness, reached out to Jesus. 

 

 

 

The Hem of His Garment, 2017, Oil on canvas, 30” by 40” 
Iain Campbell’s Exhibition Notes  

This painting recreates the moment when a woman, 
desperate for healing physically and socially, seizes the 
moment at hand and reaches out to Jesus. Iain chose to 
paint this woman, not just meekly touching, but hanging on 
to Jesus. 

The models for this painting all work in The Wild Olive Tree café, 
situated inside St George’s Tron Church of Scotland. The model 
portraying the woman who was healed was chosen because of her 
story of restoration and her testimony of what Jesus has done for her. 

 

 

 

The Hem Of His Garment, Gospel Sketchbook YouTube Channel 
A breakdown of the accompanying film by Wiseman Films. 

0:00 to 1:35 The three models read the passage. 

1:35 to 12:06 Asha tells her story starting with how bringing 
Jesus into her life is the best thing she’s ever done. Her life 
since childhood is a harrowing account of carnage, drugs and 
broken relationships, e.g. a phone call from my sister telling 

me that my brother had killed my dad. 

Time lapse images of Iain painting accompany Asha’s testimony. 
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