
 
Aim: To think about the reality of what Mary experienced, and how she responded. 

 

While eating lunch: Display the painting as young people arrive. Who do they think it is? 
When you tell them who it is, what do they expect Mary to look like? Age, race, clothing? 
Where do we get these ideas? Nativity plays, cards, paintings*. If they are on their phones, 
what images can they find of Mary?  

 

Read the Passage: . Luke 1:26-38 Try choosing three readers: one as the “Narrator” (Luke 
himself!), one reading as the Angel Gabriel and one as Mary. Even turn the passage it into a 
mini drama, if you like! 

 

Discuss: How would people react to one of your fellow pupils becoming pregnant? What 
would be your own reaction? Even in modern day Scotland, tongues can wag and society can 
be very judgemental of young mothers – but young women who choose to go through with 
an unexpected pregnancy and keep their babies are actually very brave, and Mary is no 
exception!  

• What do you think the response from her family and around Nazareth would have been 
to Mary (and Joseph!) when it was discovered she was pregnant?  

• Would it have been easy for them? (They went to Bethlehem where Joseph’s family 
came from and there was no room; why?) 

 

Dig Deeper: Beyond other people’s judgement, Mary also knew from an early stage that 
Jesus was destined to save His people… that He was the Messiah. But this also meant that he 
was destined to die on the cross . 

• When do you think Mary first knew that Jesus was going to die in this way?  
• How does the painting foreshadow Jesus’ death?  

 

Respond: Mary’s response to the angel is an example to all Christians who want to really 
follow God. She was given a difficult and demanding task, and rather than whinge about it 
(remember Moses whingeing in Exodus 3:11-4:17) she quickly and humbly said “Yes!”  
Either alone with some paper, or together on poster paper, write down the difficult things you 
think that God is wanting Christians to do collectively or individually and personally. Pray 
asking God for the strength and humility to say “Yes!” to Him and “Yes!” to what he might be 
asking of you. 

 

Action: Do you know anyone who’s expecting a baby? Take the time this week to pray for 
them, their unborn baby, and maybe send them a message (it can be anonymous), or even a 
present to encourage them! It’s scary having a baby, and your prayers and encouragement 
will mean a LOT to that expectant mum! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A+26-38+&version=NIVUK


 

 

Luke 1:26-38 can be found in Dear Theo on p3, “in the sixth month” to 
p5, “the angel left her.” 

God sent the angel Gabriel to announce (hence 
“annunciation”) to Mary that, just as her relative Elizabeth 
would have a child, so would she. It’s part of Luke’s opening 
chapter where, even with a medical background, he 
confidently writes of new life coming in surprising ways 

and places; wait until you get to the resurrection in chapter 24! 

 

 

The Annunciation, 2017, Oil on Canvas, 30” x 40” 
Iain Campbell’s Exhibition Notes  

Chapter 1 of Luke sees the angel Gabriel announcing to 
Mary, a young bride-to-be, that she’s going to have God’s 
baby. To portray Gabriel, Iain opted for a bronze statue of 
an angel in Glasgow’s Necropolis. The model for Mary is 
Fereshteh, an asylum seeker from Iran, who was part of a 

Bible study group run by Glasgow City Mission called “New 
Glaswegians” for folks they work with who have English as an additional 
language. Mary and Gabriel represent both the new and the old 
Glasgow. Traditionally, in paintings of the Annunciation, Gabriel 
presents Mary with lilies, which used to be a symbol of purity. In our 
culture, they are more often a funeral flower, which coincides with the 
setting of the Necropolis. In the background of the image are Celtic 
crosses: this painting, which is initially about announcing the birth of 
Jesus, also foreshadows his death.  

 

 

The Annunciation, Gospel Sketchbook YouTube Channel,  
A breakdown of the accompanying film by Wiseman Films  

0:00 to 2:32 Iain Campbell introduces the series, the 
painting, the model and how this all came together in a 
Glasgow setting. 

2:32 to 4:39 Rachel Sinclair the International Project 
Worker at Glasgow City Mission, introduces her work and 

the model Feresteh, an asylum seeker from Iran. 

4:39 to 6:09 Rachel interviews Feresteh. Her favourite verse of the 
Bible is Matthew 17:20: if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you 
can say to this mountain, “Move from here to there,” and it will move. 
 

 

 

*Throughout history, blue has been considered a sacred and valuable hue. It’s 
not a naturally occurring pigment, and is thus particularly mystical, rare and 
expensive, becoming associated with Mary in the 5th Century.  
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