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BIBLE
STORY/
REFERENCE

.I.

Isaiah 55:8-9
Acts 17:27

(Luke 10:25-37 -
optional)

To help the children
reflect on questions that
they have about God.

To help them understand
thatitis good to ask
questions and God wants
us to seek him, but at the
same time he is bigger
than our understanding
SO we may not get
answers to all our
questions.
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One Big Question

Asking questions is a good way to find out more
about God. We may not discover answers to all of
our questions, but God wants us to seek him and to
know him. We are going to look at the Bible to try
to discover answers to our questions.

Read the Bible verses for today’s

ve sessions as well as the various
ve questions Jesus was asked which
ve are referred to in the session.
Reflect:
e How has asking questions helped
you discover more about God?
PREP FOR e What questions do you still have?
LEADERS Take some time to talk about those
with God and to pray for your group.
ask them to answer the
GAMES/ question on the balloon they
INTRO are holding.
ACTIVITIES Repeat this several times,

Choose one or more of the
following activities to
introduce today’s theme.

P> Balloon Game

You will need: several balloons
(at least one per child), marker
pen, equipment to play music

Before the children arrive,
blow up all the balloons and
write a question on each one.
(See below for examples of
questions.)

Play some music and allow the
children to dance, move
around and hit the balloons to
one another. When the music
stops, everyone has to catch
or pick up a balloon. A leader
can then choose a child and

allowing as many children as
possible to have a turn.

Examples of questions:
What is your favourite animal?

What did you have for
breakfast today?

Where would you like to go on
holiday?

How many brothers or sisters
do you have?

What do you like to do in your
spare time?

If you could meet a famous
person, who would you like to
meet?

Would you prefer to eat crisps
or chocolate?

(continued overleaf)
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What is your favourite colour?

P> “Would You Rather...”
Questions

You will need: questions printed
from additional document:
Would You Rather Questions

Help the group get to know one
another better by answering
questions.

You could cut the sheet into
slips with the individual
questions on and let each
personin turn pick one to
answer or you could simply ask
the children questions from the
sheet. With a larger group, you
could split the children into
smaller groups to do this
activity.

P> Post-It Game

You will need: post-it notes (one
per child) prepared in advance
with the name of a famous
person or character written on
each one

Stick a post-it note on each
child’s back, and let them move
around asking each other
questions to discover the
identity of the person or
character on their post-it note.
They must ask questions which
can only be answered yes or no,
eg. Amlaman? AmlonTV?
etc. See who is first to discover
the name they have been given.

L!!J EXPLORING

THE BIBLE
P> Introduction to Questions

theme

You will need: paper and pens,
or whiteboard marker and
access to a whiteboard

Today’s games involved asking
questions, and questions are a
good way of finding out more
or getting to know one
another.

If we stop and think about it,
we probably all have questions
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we would like to know the
answers to. Some of them
might be about little things like
“What'’s for dinner tonight?”
while others might be about
much bigger things like “What
will I be doing in ten years’
time?”

Today we're going to starta
series thinking about some of
the big questions people your
age have about God, Jesus, the
Bible or Christianity. All the
questions we’ll be looking at
are real questions that children
in P5, P6 or P7 around
Scotland have asked. They
came from childrenin SU
Groups or at SU Weekends.
Maybe you’ll even spot a
question you asked, or one you
would like to ask!

Take a minute to think: what
questions do you have? Is
there something you'd really
like to know about God or
Jesus? Something you don’t
understand in the Bible? Are
you wondering what Christians
believe about something or
why they believe what they
do? Whether you'’re already a
Christian or not there is always
alot more for us to discover
about God, and questions are a
great way to do that.

Depending on the size of your
group, you could either get the
children to share their
questions together and have a
leader write them on a board or
large sheet of paper, or you
could divide the children into
small groups to talk about their
questions and get one person
to write a list.

P> Questions People Asked
Jesus

You will need: printout of
additional document: Questions
people asked Jesus (cut this so
that you have each individual
question on a separate slip of
paper)

Tell the children that you are
going to show them a series of
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questions. Ask them to think
about where these questions
could come from.

Gradually reveal the questions
on the slips of paper prepared
from the additional document.
Depending on the size of your
group, you could lay them out
on atable or stick them up on
the wall. Read each question
out as you do so. When you
have read them all, ask the
children where they think the
questions come from.

Questions:

¢ What must | do to have
eternal life?

e Isit right to pay taxes to
Caesar or not?

¢ Which commandment is the
most important?

¢ Who gave you theright to do
these things?

e Are you the Messiah or should
we look for someone else?

¢ Who is my neighbour?

e What does it mean to be born
again? How is that possible?

¢ Why was this man born blind?

e What sign will signal the end
of the world?

e Don’t you care that we're
going to drown?

e How often should | forgive
someone who sins against
me?

e Are you the King of the Jews?

e Why do you eat and drink with
such scum?

e Are you the Son of God?

These questions all come from
the Bible - in fact, they are all
questions people asked Jesus.
People asked him questions
about all kinds of different
things.

Some questions were asked by
people who followed Jesus and

4



|4

wanted to find out more about
who he was and what it meant
to follow him. Others were
asked by people who doubted
that Jesus was really from God.

Ask the children what they
think about the questions:

Are any of them similar to
questions they have?

Do any of the questions
surprise them?

Jesus answered the questions
in lots of different ways:

Sometimes he gave a simple
answer.

Sometimes he asked a
questioninreturn to help the
person think it through.

Sometimes he told a story to
help them think about it.

Sometimes he took time to
explain.

Sometimes he used the
question to starta
conversation about something
that was even more important.

Sometimes he realised that
they had got the wrong idea
about something, so he tried to
help them see the truth.

One thing he never did was to
tell people that they shouldn’t
be asking questions, so it’s ok
for us to have questions too. In
fact, it's a good thing because
asking questions is a way we
can learn more.

P> Example of Jesus
answering a question

You will need: Bible

If you have the time, you could
read from Luke 10:25-37 to
give an example of how Jesus
answered a question. This
passage tells of Jesus’
conversation with one of the
expertsinreligious law and
leads into him telling the
parable of the Good Samaritan.

You could point out that Jesus
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responded to the man’s first
question by asking him a
questionin return, and that he
responded to the man’s second
question by telling a story.

g REFLECT &
RESPOND

P> Reflection

You will need: printout (double-
sided) from additional
document: Bible Verses
(alternatively you could write
out the two verses referenced
below on either side of a piece
of paper)

Some of the questions we will
look at will be easier than
others. Sometimes it will mean
we have to think a bit.
Sometimes we might not like
the answers. Sometimes we
might feel that we still don’t
understand or that we still
don’t know the answer to our
questions.

None of us know all the
answers. Even the leaders still
have questions - there are still
things we want to know more
about or things we don’t
understand.

Lay out the sheet of paper or
stick it on the wall so that the
children can see, showing the
side with Isaiah 55:8 oniit:

“My thoughts are nothing like
your thoughts,” says the Lord.
“And my ways are far beyond

anything you could

imagine.” (Isaiah 55:8 NLT)

God is so much bigger than we
are, and because he is God and
we are not, there are some
things that we just can’t
understand.

Turn the sheet over to show
Acts 17:27:

“His purpose was for the
nations to seek after God and
perhaps feel their way toward
him and find him - though he is
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not far from any one of
us.” (Acts 17:27 NLT)

At the same time, God wants
us to search for him and to
know him. He wants us to keep
asking questions and keep
trying to discover more.

These are two important
things to keep in mind as we
look at discovering answers to
our questions in the coming
weeks.

P> Song and prayer

You will need: equipment to
play music or video, printouts
from additional document: Ask
Seek Knock and colouring pens
(optional)

Play Ask, Seek, Knock by
Hillsongs Kids - you can find it
on YouTube here: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=J3vXskhllig

Depending on your group you
could let them sing along, or
simply listen to the song and
take a few minutes to reflect on
their questions and think about
why they want to know God
more and how they feel about
the idea that God wants them to
know him.

You could give them copies of
the Ask, Seek, Knock sheet and
let them decorate the three
words as they listen and reflect.

Close in prayer, asking for God’s
help as you explore the
questions and try to get to
know him more in the coming
weeks.
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