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38. Healer

BIBLE
STORY/
REFERENCE

Mark 10:46-52, Luke
4:16-21, Revelation
21:3-4

Jesus heals people,
fulfilling the prophecy
from Isaiah about the
Messiah

To help the children
reflect on Jesus’ power to
heal - to understand that
this was fulfilling
prophecy, pointing to the
fact that he is God, and
that it also points ahead
to the future hope of
complete restoration.

To encourage them to
pray for people they know
who are sick or struggling.
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One Big Story

One of the ways Jesus demonstrated God’s love
and power was by healing people. This also fulfilled
the prophecy from Isaiah about God’s chosen
rescuer. Jesus cares about sick and struggling
people today and wants to help them and make
them whole. We don’t always see them healed, but
we can find hope in God’s promise of complete
restoration for his people, and freedom from pain

and sickness.

Read through the Bible passages for

this session and reflect:

e How did Jesus’ ministry fulfil the
prophecy from Isaiah quoted in the
passage from Luke?

¢ When have you seen or
experienced God’s healing?
e What difference does it make to

PREP FOR
LEADERS

know the end of the story and
God’s plan for complete

restoration?
Take some time to pray for your

group.
o touched on that time with
GAMES / their other hand. If they are
INTRO tug a third time, they must go
to the “hospital” -
ACTIVITIES 0 "osPra -2

Choose one of the following
activities to introduce today's
theme:

> Hospital Tig

In this version of tig, all the
children are trying to tig one
another. When someone is
tug, they have to hold the part
of the body they were touched
on as they continue playing.
When they are tug a second
time, they have to hold the
part of the body they were

designated area at the edge of
the room - and do ten

star jumps. They are then
healed, and they can re-join
the game with both hands
free.

[» Jigsaw Relay

You will need: pictures of
famous people cut into pieces,
bowls and dice (one of each
per team of two-six children)

In advance print out pictures
of famous people so that you
have enough for two different
ones per team. Cut them each

(continued overleaf)
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into five or six pieces and have a
bowl ready for each team,
containing the pieces for their
two pictures mixed together.

Divide the children into teams
(anything from two-six children
per team). Position each teamin
a group at one end of the room
and place the bowls containing
their jigsaw pieces opposite
them at the other end of the
room.

Give each team adice. The
children take it in turns to roll
the dice and if they roll a

six, they have to run to their
bowl and pick out one jigsaw
piece. As they gather more and
more jigsaw pieces, they have
to sort them out and assemble
them into the two separate
images. The first team to
complete this wins.

Recap

Last week we were thinking
about Jesus and how he called
his disciples to follow him. We
heard about Peter, James and
John, the fishermen that he
called, and then about
Matthew the tax collector.
From that point on, Jesus went
about teaching the people
about God and doing special
signs or miracles to show them
what God was like.

There are lots of examples of
this but we’re going to think
about one of them today.

Bartimaeus’ Story

Choose people to be Jesus and
Bartimaeus and get the others
to be the crowd, and get them
to act out the story as you tell it.
Give Jesus and Bartimaeus
words to say (from additional
document: Jesus’ and
Bartimaeus’ Words)

Jesus and his disciples had just
been visiting a town called
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Jericho. As they were leaving
town, a large crowd of people
had gathered along the road to
see Jesus. Among them was a
man called Bartimaeus who
was a blind beggar. He was
sitting by the side of the road
begging but when he heard
that Jesus was passing by, he
called out, “Jesus, Son of David,
have mercy onme.”

The crowd were annoyed and
they shouted at Bartimaeus-
“Be quiet!” (You can get the
children playing the part of the
crowd to join in with this.)

But Bartimaeus only shouted
louder, “Jesus, Son of David,
have mercy on me.”

Jesus stopped when he
heard him, and he asked for
Bartimaeus to be brought to
him.

Some of the crowd helped
lead Bartimaeus to Jesus and
Jesus spoke to him, “What do
you want me to do for you?”

Bartimaeus said, “| want to

see.”

Jesus said to him, “Go, for your
faith has healed you.” and
immediately Bartimaeus was
able to see and he followed
Jesus down the road.

Fulfilling the prophecy

The Bible is full of examples
like that of Jesus’ amazing
power. Do you know any other
examples of miracles that
Jesus did? He healed people
with skin diseases, he healed
people who couldn’t walk or
couldn’t hear, he did things like
turning water into wine when
the wine had runoutata
wedding party or feeding
5000 people with just five
small loaves and two fish. We’'ll
hear more about some of those
miracles next term.

But Jesus didn’t just do these
miracles to show how amazing
his power was. It wasn’t to
show off; he did them to help
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people who needed help
because he cared for them, but
that wasn’t the whole reason
either. We'’re going toread a
bit from the Bible that will help
us think about that.

Read Luke 4:16-21

Do you remember when we
talked about prophets when
we were looking at the Old
Testament? They were people
who heard God’s voice and
passed on messages to the
people. Isaiah was one of the
prophets, and we have the
messages he received from
God in the Old Testament of
the Bible. He wrote about
someone who would come with
good news for the poor, who
would bring people freedom,
who would help blind people
see and help people who
suffer. Jesus was saying that
he was the person Isaiah was
writing about and this was
what he had come to do.
Healing the blind man
Bartimaeus was one way of
showing that and pointing out
to the people that he was not
just an ordinary man, but
someone very special, sent
from God.

Reflection

Jesus’ miracles changed
everything for Bartimaeus and
the many other people he
healed and helped, and
Christians believe that Jesus
can still change people’s lives
today.

Christians believe that Jesus
cares about people who are
sick or struggling today, just
like he cared about
Bartimaeus. Even when we ask
God to help though, we don't
always see people healed or
see our prayers answered in
the way that we want, and that
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can be hard.

However, Jesus’ miracles were
like signs, pointing towards
the end of the story and giving
alittle glimpse of what lies
ahead. In the last book in the
Bible, Revelation, it tells us
how the story will end.

Read Revelation 21:3-4 from a
Bible or show them on a sheet
(from additional document:
Revelation 21)

One day, God promises that
everything will be restored. At
the moment, we still liveina
world with pain and sickness
and death and sadness, but
God promises that one day he
will live among his people and
all of those things will be
gone.

Prayer Activity

You will need: plasters, pens,
printout of Revelation 21:3-4
(from additional document:
Revelation 21)

Give the children a moment to
think of someone they would
like to pray for who is sick or
struggling. Give them a plaster
and a pen and get them to write
the person’s name on the
plaster, then get them to stick it
onto the sheet with the verses
from Revelation on. Pray for
these people.
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