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Kingscross
At the beginning, the camping ground hosted inter school 
camps for boys and girls. Gradually, and especially from the early 
1970s, a series of improvements were made to the facilities with 
the dedicated commitment of work party volunteers.

A classroom annexe, bought from a primary school in Glasgow 
for £1, was dismantled, loaded on to three articulated lorries and 
reassembled as a toilet and shower block on the same day!

Scoughall
The origins of the site is a remarkable story of it being found and 
offered to SU Scotland, after an exhaustive search for an east 
coast venue. The upgrading of the assault course by volunteers 
from the south coast of England in 2017 is a typical example of 
the loyalty and warmth it has generated.

Through these efforts and many more – from the early days 
of boys’ camps to weekends for young people from areas of 
disadvantage – Scoughall has been a welcoming environment 
for everyone.

SU Holidays, formerly known as SU Camps, have 
been operating in Scotland for over 80 years. For 
most of these years Kingscross (since 1952) and 
Scoughall (since 1953) have been host sites.

Dear Friends

I am writing to ask if you can help us invest in the next stage of development at our 

campsites: Kingscross on Arran and Scoughall in East Lothian.

Traditional campsite experiences have created special memories and, to continue 

providing them, we need to adapt. Alongside significant improvements to existing 

facilities, we hope to construct new accommodation pods on both sites. The 

exciting developments itemised overleaf will address current and future challenges 

and provide a more comfortable environment. 

Many people have fond memories of Kingscross and Scoughall. Partly because 

both sites have been hosting events since the 1950s and provided affordable 

holidays where whole generations of families had their lives transformed, and 

lifelong friendships were made. Above all, they have been venues where individuals 

encountered Jesus and began their journey of faith.

We need to meet changing expectations of accommodation and increasingly 

stringent health and safety regulations. We are delighted that Chris Dixon, our 

Holidays Facilities Officer, is making a difference, supported by committed 

volunteers. The proposed changes give us potential to increase the season for 

bookings and maximise opportunities to reach more young people.

This is an imaginative and exciting project and we want to ensure that the 

resources required are available. Your help by giving, fundraising, or volunteering 

to build these pods will enable us to do it significantly cheaper, make this 

development a reality and continue the extraordinary story of these sites.

I hope this leaflet reminds you of the rich heritage at Kingscross and Scoughall, helps 

you to see future potential, and inspires you to give generously to this appeal!

Andy Bathgate
Chief Executive

May 2019



Escaping to an island, away from the 
busyness of towns and cities, is a 
fantastic way to give young people 
an exciting and memorable camp 
experience. Days are planned at a 
more relaxed pace, with plenty of 
opportunities to get to know one 
another and help young people explore 
and develop their faith.

We love going to Kingscross. The magic 
of Arran includes the spectacular views 
across the Clyde; looking up at the stars 
on a clear night is truly breath-taking; the 
island location also allows us to get closer 
to God’s creation, while the slower pace 
of life gives an opportunity for peace and 
tranquillity – time to contemplate who God 
is and all that he has done.

Throughout nearly 40 years of camps at 
Kingscross, two things have remained 
constant: one is the beauty of the 
surrounding scenery which provides 
daily testimony to the wonder of God’s 
creation; the other, more important and 
exciting than anything else, is seeing 
young lives changed for eternity as 
campers come to know the living God.

Activities at Scoughall provide exciting 
opportunities for children to challenge 
themselves and gain a valuable sense of 
achievement… they’re only 10 minutes 
from the nearest town but it feels like 
the middle of nowhere… limited mobile 
phone signal means children switch off 
from concerns and are safe to explore 
what they believe about God and life, 
and all it means for them.

Falling asleep in a tent to the sound 
of the wind and waves, playing on 
the beach, and feeling part of a 
community helps all those who visit 
or stay meet God, whether for the 
first time or the hundredth.

Being involved for nearly 25 years 
means Scoughall has become part of 
my life! Although it’s a wonderful site, 
the seaside location is a double-edged 
sword – the weather takes its toll on site 
buildings and it would be great to invest 
in replacement windows (among other 
things) so that it reaches the standard it 
deserves.


