
Journey 4 
 

Part of the Crowd? 
Jesus goes to Jerusalem: Palm 
Sunday 
 
 

 
 
Preamble 

This is the fourth of five assemblies on journeys. 

The stimulus for this assembly is on the journey of Jesus to Jerusalem for Palm 
Sunday. 

The assembly explores the theme of being part of the crowd? 

Preparation 

Selected pupils prepared for wrong date 

Obtain Fischy Music song “We can make a difference” 

. 
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Rationale The stimulus for this assembly is the story of Jesus entering 
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. 

Title Part of the Crowd? 

Aims To help pupils reflect on being influenced by the others. 

Stage P 1 - 7 

Objectives 1] At the end of this pupils will have experienced sense of 
challenge. 

2] Pupils will be able state the facts of the story of Jesus and 
his disciples on Palm Sunday 

Link with ACfE Confident Individuals: self respect 

Is this part of a series Fourth of Five 

Introduction Questions 

Stimulus/ stimuli Christian story from Matthew and Luke’s gospels about Palm 
Sunday.  Matthew 21: 1 - 11. Luke 19: 28 - 44 

Guided Reflection Fischy Music song “We can make a difference” and comment 

Response & Possible 
Next Steps 

Communication to elected members. 

Evaluation (a) Discussion with pupils 

Evaluation (b) RO team discussion 

Evaluation (c)  Observation of pupils during the event 
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Introduction 
 
1] Introduction – From the front make a series of statements, and invite pupils to 
react as a crowd either a cheer or a boo. With the P4-7’s ask for volunteers who like 
speaking out front, and get them to take turns reading out a statement…. 
 

• The summer holidays are going to be made longer. 
• The sweet shop in  xxxx is going to shut. 
• Children are not going to be allowed to eat chips anymore. 
• Helicopters are going to pick everyone up to take them to school 
• There is going to be a new swing park built in xxxxx. 
• School is going to close at lunchtime every day. 
• Television is going to be banned. 
• There is to be no more playing at play time! 
• Everyone must have the same haircut 
• There is going to be a cinema built in xxxx. 
• Every time it rains we get a day off school. 

 
Invite comments on how they felt all saying the same thing.  
 
2] Beforehand have prepared a number of senior pupils to agree with what the 
date is (wrongly).  Ask the question what is today’s date?  Pick on several pupils who 
have agreed beforehand then go to some who are not in on the game.   
 
Explore pupil reactions to this game.  Reassure this was only a game and if they 
thought the date was what it is then they were right. 
 
 
The Story 
 
Palm Sunday Chants 
 
Divide the pupils into grouped areas for different chants.  Have a member of each 
group to come to the front to lead their group.  The chants are: Hosanna, Blessed, 
Peace. 
 
Rehearse the chants.  During the approach to Jerusalem section of the story quietly 
bring in the chants until they get louder and the whole room is filled with the chants. 
On a clear prearranged signal they are to be quiet 
 
Well it was my donkey.  I was really pleased that my donkey had been chosen by 
Jesus; after all what a great honour.  Jesus had asked for a loan of my donkey. The 
donkey was called Chamor (ch as in loch).  We have a Jewish saying that donkeys 
are like some people, they are bad on the outside but good on the inside.  This was 
true of Chamor. He didn’t look great on the outside and sometimes he was bad 
tempered, but he was also very loyal and faithful.  If he was your friend he would 
always be your friend.  Jesus didn’t actually collect Chamor himself; he sent two of 
his disciples on the Sunday for him.  I watched from the distance.  They put their 
coats on Chamor and Jesus sat on him.  Jesus is a brilliant guy.  He can do miracles. 
He made sick people better.  He talked about God.  
  
They had never met before but it seemed like they had been friends for years.  
Chamor seemed to be enjoying giving Jesus a ride on his back. I followed from a 
distance.  They came closer to the big city of Jerusalem.  Wow. It was just like the 
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prophet Zechariah had said would happen when he spoke three hundred years ago.  
The King would enter Jerusalem riding on a donkey.   
 
Jesus had chosen Chamor to do what the prophet had said would happen.  If he’d 
turned up on a horse, he would have been like a soldier.  If he’d used a camel people 
would have thought he was rich.  But on Chamor everyone knew he was there for 
peace.  People pulled down palm tree branches and put them on the road.  Others 
took of their coats and laid them before Jesus. Quietly at first the shout went up 
“Hosanna” until it seemed like everyone was shouting on Jesus.  I watched Chamor 
and he wasn’t scared.  Some shouted Hosanna. Some shouted Blessed. Some 
shouted Peace. It seemed everyone liked Jesus, everyone was singing and excited.  
But not everyone was pleased to see Jesus and some planned to murder him. 
 
Chamor came back later that night. He was so alive like it had been the best 
adventure of his life.  He had a new friend.   
 
At the end of the week Chamor and I went into the city.  It was very different. We 
heard the same crowd shouting about Jesus “kill him kill him”. Maybe they were right. 
Perhaps Jesus wasn’t the person who would change the world and who would set us 
free from the Romans.  After all anyone can do miracles. I’m sure people had seen 
through him.  As I thought these things Chamor and I looked at each other and 
Chamor was sad. He seemed to know I’d changed my mind about Jesus.  That night 
I heard Chamor cry. 
 
 
Guided reflection 

Crowds can be good things when we all agree that something needs to be done for 
good.  As a group we can make things happen.   

However, sometimes in a crowd we just join in because everyone else is. We need to 
stop and think – is this right or wrong?  What do I believe, not what does everyone 
else say. Give examples from the playground. 

Play and sing: “Make a Difference” by Fischy Music. Track 4 on I Wonder Why 
Album” 

Response and Possible Next Steps 

As a class choose an issue that you would like changed. Write a letter, postcard, or 
email to your councillor, MSP, MEP or MP about this.   
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