
Be encouraged and give thanks!
•	 2009 was one of the busiest yet for schools and feedback has been very positive. 

2010 is already very encouraging with only a few weeks when we could take 
another school booking.

•	 The feedback from all SU holidays has been 
good –  many young people coming to 
faith and being encouraged in their faith. 
Hosting one of SU’s Motiv8 events was a 
particular highlight.

•	 SU training events, including the staff 
induction programme and Lead Up have 
gone well and we will be involved in SU’s 
GAP year programme in 2010.
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‘We want 
you to 

know we’re 
making 

progress’

Current sta� accommodation 

comprises one bungalow 

for the Centre Manager and 

family, two small �ats in the 

sports hall building and three 

touring caravans (used from 

March to October).

The biggest single obstacle 

to growth is the lack of 

adequate sta� housing. 

We need to provide readily 

accessible accommodation, 

ideally within the Centre 

grounds, because of the 24/7 

nature of the work. 

Our work is growing. Our 

need is urgent. The �nal 

decision on how to move 

ahead with this project 

will depend on the funds 

available to us. 

Dear Friends

Alltnacriche Sta� Housing Appeal

I am writing to ask you to help us raise the necessary funds so that 

we can provide accommodation for the sta� team at Alltnacriche, our 

residential activity Centre near Aviemore. What we have now is completely 

inadequate for current needs, let alone future development.

An Urgent Need
The need for additional sta� accommodation has been recognised for 

many years. Past and present sta�, seasonal and longer-term, have made 

the best of the situation because of their commitment to work with 

children and young people. 

We are at a crucial stage at Alltnacriche. Hundreds of young people enjoy 

weekends, and Easter and Summer camps.  The exciting news for 2009 is 

that there are already more bookings from schools for environmental and 

activity breaks than in previous years. There is opportunity for even more 

growth and development. Accommodation is urgently needed for the sta� 

who will deliver this ministry.

Why Now?
This letter is being sent at a time of global �nancial crisis when much we 

know and depend on is being shaken. How we respond to the challenges 

ahead, both as individuals and as an organisation, is hugely signi�cant. 

Whatever we may face in coming months, we need to know where our 

hope lies and to be sure that even if the earth shakes, our God remains.

Deeply conscious of our dependence on God, we will continue to make 

you aware of the opportunities and challenges facing SU Scotland. 

I commend this appeal for your prayerful consideration and response.

Yours in Christian service,

Andy Bathgate
Chief Executive
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Keep up to date with the 
latest progress at 
www.suscotland.org.uk/
staff-housing-update

“Excellent 
programme 

and staff, and a 
safe enclosed 

environment with 
plenty to do...thanks 

for the fantastic 
support.”
Ellon Primary School

“Thanks for such a 
wonderful experience”  

Alltnacriche Staff Housing Update

In October of 2008 Andy Bathgate wrote to Scripture Union Scotland 
supporters about the need to address the staff accommodation 
situation at Alltnacriche.  The generosity of the SU family was humbling, 
with over £135,000 donated. 

Our records show that you contributed to that appeal.  Thank you.  
We are now writing to all who gave to let them know we are making 
progress.

•  	 A property has been rented locally and short term accommodation 
offered by local supporters.  This has helped us minimise the use of the 
on-site caravans.

•  	 A project development group with skills in planning, architecture, project 
management and building development is taking the project forward. 

•  	 The planning application is now submitted.
•	 Further fundraising is under way.

Inside this update you will find further information about the 
development, anticipated timescales and some points for praise 
and prayer.  We have already seen an increase in the 
number of educational activity breaks, which are a key growth 
area in supporting our vision of helping young people explore
the significance of Jesus Christ for their lives. 

It is the prayer of all the staff at Alltnacriche that this vision 
will be further enabled through this development, building 
on the work of the last 21 years. 

We hope that you will be encouraged that we are making 
the best use of the resources you have entrusted to us and 
value your continued prayers as we move in to this next stage.

Yours sincerely,

Operations Manager,  Alltnacriche


