Lee Aitchison, a teenager from Pilton in
l Edinburgh, testifies to the effectiveness
of DIME (Discipleship In Muirhouse
| Estate), an out-of-school project, run by
{ SU Scotland volunteers, which meets on
j Thursday evenings).
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| used +o see Eights all the +ime when | was Jrow'nj uP.
Li€e in Mmy I\ei'jl\ vrhood was an /'I\+f/m'da+/llj ohe, wrth ltle
+o do except hang acoond on +he street, whick would
oHimately lead +o +rovble and +he sound of police sicens.

However, +he volunteers at the DIME project offered me
an aHechative +o the li€e | saw in my communty. Tley
bk a celationship with me at +he Thuesday night meetings
and weekends away, +hey shaced their Larth, and offered
a dik€ecent way +o live my Iife \wihout forcing i+ oh Mme
and, Jraa!ually, cncour@cd me in my own €arth

What +he Bivle said about +he problems | €aced in my

community. The leaders ckalle'}jcd me about my behaviour
+o0, and 4radvally | ;L\aryed = | stopped sweacing when |
notced Tlat i wasn+ cool. | often €eht Hhat DIME was
a 90 minvte re&gc Leom all +he other options — lortering,

In S | stacted +o pay aention — | wanted +o know ‘
|
vandalism, breaking windows, getting chased — as it l

cr\couro\(jcd me +o listen and Hank -H\rle\ ssves. ks a cesuH,
| stacted +o atHend clurek with some of the leaders,
| wkere | received a warm welcome, and | enjoyed

Tle inflvence of DIME Las completely cL\arycd me and my
approach +o +he community. Mow | am L\clphlj +o secve youhg
people as a juhor leader in the project, encouragifg them
+o €ollow my example.






